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Japan's asylum environment has witnessed significant progress since 2000,
the year UNHCR first partnered up with JAR. Throughout this period, asylum
seekers and refugees in Japan have had a formidable advocate and assistance
provider in JAR. Be it support, advocacy, training or public awareness, JAR's
activities have played an integral role in expanding the protection space
inside Japan.

The considerable growth of the once small NGO is not only a reflection of the
increasing asylum population in Japan in recent years, but also a sign of
UNHCR and JAR's commitment towards better protection standards and practices.
To materialize these objectives, JAR has collaborated with other stakeholders
in the asylum arena including authorities, other NGOs, |awyer networks and
international organizations. JAR's ominous legacy remains the diligent work
its proficient staff undertakes with persons of concern.

UNHCR and JAR's solid partnership is poised to manage the many challenges
that still lie ahead.

Daniel Alkhal
Senior Protection Officer, UNHCR
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